Chapter VIII
DKKKKR'S THEATRICAL ALLUSIVE-
NK88 AND WHAT IT RKVKALS
Though  the  fact  has  somehow  escaped  all
observation, Thomas Dckkcr was one of the
singularly few dramatists of the great Elizabethan
era whose mannerisms were so individual that
they enable the full-armed scholar to trace their
hands with surety in plays of doubtful authorship
wherein they have not been suspected. There was
a period of a few years at the turn of the sixteenth
century when that luckless but indomitable and
serene spirit was obsessed by an urge to indulge
in the quaintest of theatrical alluaiveness in season
and out, and had some difficulty in restraining
that impulse,
Though the trait had shown itself earlier, it is
most observable in his Sa/lrmastlx^ that mordant
counterblast to Jonson's Poetaster^ which had
first been, acted by the Chamberlain's Men in the
early summer of 1601, and, after being also
presented by the Children of Paul's a few months